
Learn the real story of the Sidewinder missile . . .

Learn how the Navy invented, built, and sent a
new rocket to Korea in just 28 days . . .

Learn about the Navy’s million‐acre base in the
middle of the Mojave Desert . . . and much 
more.

Above all, learn about China Lake’s colorful 
characters, dedicated military men, and 
brilliant scientists who worked hard, 
played hard, and dedicated their lives 
to keeping America free.

“Magnificent Mavericks is a great addition to 

naval history. . . .The perspectives on Navy 

politics are fascinating.” 

—Rear Admiral Paul E. Tobin 
USN (Retired)  

“This book tells the story of  an exciting 

time, a fun time.  . . . I know people will 

enjoy reading about those days almost as 

much as I enjoyed living through them.” 

  —LaV McLean (wife of  Sidewinder inventor 

and  China Lake Technical Director 

Dr. William B. McLean)

Now available from the 

China Lake Museum 

Foundation, !"#$%&'($)*
!"+(,%'-. tells the story 

of the creative military and civilian team at the Naval Ordnance Test 

Station, China Lake and Pasadena, 1948–58. Described are the vibrant life 

of the community, the colorful characters, the ranges and facilities, as well 

!"#$!"%&'!(&')#"(*+&,"#*$#"*-,#*$#*.+#'!(&*'/"#-*"(#,0,%(&1,#2,!3*'"4

This new book, which contains more than 600 

pages of  information and 225 photos, is on sale at 

the Museum Store of  the U.S. Naval Museum of  

Armament & Technology.

Cost: $29.84 plus California tax, 

shipping and handling

Phone: (760) 939-3530

Fax: (760) 939-0564

Email: clmf1@ridgenet.net

Address:
    China Lake Museum Foundation

    P.O. Box 217

    Ridgecrest, CA 93556-0217


